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Our Kansas City, Missouri Police 
Department should be recognized 
for years of being solid and is 
worthy of our support. 

FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

Madeline Romious 

Board Chairperson

Police Foundation of Kansas City

To our friends of the Kansas City Police Department:

Kansas City is a volunteer town. As you know, when we give our time we learn quite a 

bit about the needs of our town. We also become better acquainted with the dedicated 

professionals who serve all of us. I know I have become better acquainted with 

members of the KCPD.

In my case, I learned what our officers do that you don’t see in the media.

• They help people change flat tires on the side of busy streets.

• They often rescue a child from addicted adults.

• Their social workers help people find jobs, food, medicine, health care, and 

numerous other supports.

• They reinforce positive decision making relating to school, gangs, and drugs for 

our teens through youth initiatives.

• They dig in their own pockets to help a mother of a slain child and her family 

relocate to a safer neighborhood.

• They protect you 24/7.

The Police Foundation of Kansas City supports our KCPD with your help. 

You and your friends funded:
• Cameras to catch criminals and identify suspects;

• Robots to provide needed evidence from crime scenes;

• Bullet proof helmets; 

• Canine Ballistic Vests; and

• Body worn cameras that document the crime occurrences.

What I’ve learned recently is how much and how serious our crime is in the Kansas City 

area…and that crime can spread into surrounding counties like Johnson, Jackson, Clay, 

Wyandotte, and more. I have learned that our Kansas City, Missouri Police Department 

should be recognized for years of being solid and is worthy of our support. 

They risk their lives to save our lives.

Thank you for making a difference for our officers, and our community, as you support 

the Police Foundation of Kansas City.

 

 Madeline Romious
Madeline Romious 

Chairperson, Police Foundation of Kansas City
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“DNA is one of the most 
important tools we have in the 
search for justice.”  
Major Luiz Ortiz,  

KCPD Violent Crimes Division

Shortening the wait time for results 

from the Crime Lab would help Kansas 

City prevent crimes as well as hold 

those who commit them accountable.

In other words, it just makes sense 

to provide our Crime Lab with the 

equipment it needs.

So, you did.

Our community heard about the need 

for reducing the back log and stepped 

up with philanthropic donations from 

individuals at the A Call For BackUp 

event held in February. Together, 

more than $500,000 purchased 

one Hamilton Robot and three EZ2 

Connect Extraction Robots, all capable 

of automating multi-step processes in 

an effective, efficient manner.

The result: For the victims of 

violent crime and for their families, 

there’s new hope. Because of your 

contributions, this investment in our 

police department will provide better 

evidence, sooner, finding them justice 

before it’s too late.

Law enforcement warned us the 

demand was increasing exponentially. 

They even named it the “CSI effect.”

The public was under the impression 

that DNA samples collected at crime 

scenes would help crimes be solved 

faster. And they were right.

However, unlike television, more and 

more requests without equipment 

and a team to provide analysis of the 

increasing amount of data flooding the 

lab spells backlogs that actually hinder 

investigations and delay closure for 

victim’s families.Forensic laboratories 

nationwide have experienced a growing 

demand for services that have far 

outpaced the resources allocated for 

the investigation of forensic evidence. 

Kansas City is no exception.

Police Departments nationwide are 

suffering the repercussions of backlogs 

and slowdowns in crime labs, due to 

the overwhelming number of samples 

being submitted for testing and 

conducting complicated forensic tests. 

Delays in DNA testing can cause leads 

in investigations to go cold, can keep 

innocent people incarcerated longer 

than necessary and conversely, can 

allow criminals to remain on the streets 

endangering the safety of everyone in 

our community.

“Currently in our lab, with 
backlog included, it takes about 
2-3 months to get results for 
violent crime. For non-violent 
crime it takes about 8 months.” 
Jessica Hanna,  

KCPD Senior DNA Analyst

As cities around the country struggle 

with budget shortfalls this year, law 

enforcement agencies and crime labs 

have felt the pinch. And when crime 

labs don’t get the funding they need, 

cases go unsolved, and convictions 

become less likely.

Forensic Crime Labs are a vitally 

important asset in fighting crime. 

Making sure the Lab has the equipment 

to efficiently operate makes our 

community safer. Testing of evidence 

could clear the innocent and find true 

perpetrators before they have a chance 

to commit another crime.

 FOCUS: THE CRIME LAB
INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITY

“There’s a person behind every single one of these cases. 
There’s a victim. 
There’s a person’s family. 
All are impacted by the delays. 
That’s what these backlog numbers really mean. 

Backlogs in Crime Labs may be a national problem, but in our 
Kansas City community, we’re correcting it with the use of better, 
faster equipment, efficient staff, and the hope that our families 
who have suffered from crime don’t have to suffer longer. No one 
should have to wait longer than necessary to have closure.  
We are grateful for the community members who care and who 
gave. You made a big difference with your generosity. From the 
families we serve and our Crime Lab team, thank you.” 
Director Kevin Winer, Kansas City Missouri Police Department Crime Lab 

A female victim, shot in 
her home, was discovered. 
No known witnesses were 
apparent. A lone shell casing 
was sent to the Crime Lab for 
results. It sat behind hundreds 
of other cases in the que.

2 3



Growing up in Kansas City, 
service to the community was 
easy for Interim Police Chief 
Joseph Mabin to see.

Some of Mabin’s relatives — in teaching, 

firefighting, and the military — set 

the example, ingraining in him the 

importance of serving.

Still, becoming a police officer wasn’t 

a clear-cut, direct path. Mabin, 

who earned a full-ride academic 

scholarship to Florida Agricultural & 

Mechanical University in Tallahassee, 

Fla., graduated with a business 

administration degree. His family also 

owned a construction business, and 

Mabin had been working as an assistant 

project manager, when the call to serve 

Kansas City eventually grew too loud 

to resist.

“It was always in my heart to serve 

Kansas City,” Mabin said. “I had seen my 

family’s example and felt I could give of 

myself to make life safer and better here 

for this community.”

Mabin was appointed as a police officer 

on November 5, 2000.  His time at KCPD 

has included assignments in the Police 

Athletic League (PAL), Internal Affairs 

Unit, Homicide Unit, Street Crimes 

Undercover Squad, and the Violent 

Crimes Intelligence Squad.

In March of 2016, Mabin was promoted 

to captain and commanded KCPD’s 

Robbery Unit and the Training Unit. 

He was promoted to major in January 

of 2020 and spent a year as the 

commander of Shoal Creek Patrol 

Division before assuming 

command of the Violent Crimes 

Division.

In May of 2021, Mabin was 

promoted to deputy chief and 

commanded the Investigations 

Bureau, which consists of the 

Violent Crimes Division, Special 

Investigations Division, and the 

Property Crimes Division.

After his appointment to Interim 

Police Chief in April of 2022, 

Mabin made it publicly clear 

he wanted to reduce violent 

crime. Having spent years monitoring 

gangs, Mabin understood how violence 

could deteriorate the well-being of a 

community.

Mabin recalls one such instance that 

reinforced his cause. Mabin and fellow 

officers learned of an ex-boyfriend who 

had broken into his girlfriend’s home and 

held her father at gunpoint, terrorizing 

him. Using surveillance resources 

and acting quickly, Mabin and his unit 

arrested the ex-boyfriend.

“I’m convinced he would have killed her 

had we not intervened,” Mabin recalled. 

“Knowing that inspires me.”

When not leading the nearly 1,700 

department members, Mabin relaxes 

with family, with exercise, and with 

literature.

Mabin used to compete in mixed martial 

arts (MMA) and boxing. Nowadays, he runs.

“It’s a stress reliever,” Mabin said. “If 

you’re a police officer, you need to be 

ready to intervene. Exercise also helps 

improve an officer’s mental well-being.”

Even in the best of times, policing is a 

unique and taxing challenge. That’s why 

books supplement Mabin’s exercise to 

help him stay focused and healthy.

Mabin recently read “Man’s Search For 

Meaning” by Viktor Frankl, an account 

of Frankl’s time in a Nazi concentration 

camp. Frankl’s book is well known for 

helping one find purpose during times of 

adversity. Currently, Mabin is reading “No 

Easy Day” by Mark Owen, a Navy Seal 

account of the Bin Laden raid.

As the Board of Police Commissioners 

conducts a national search for the next 

Police Chief, it’s unknown how long 

Mabin will serve in the interim role. When 

that times comes, Mabin plans to assist 

the next chief transition into the role as 

easy as possible.

“I will help, and then I will return to 

Deputy Chief of the Investigations 

Bureau,” Mabin states. “Investigations 

are my passion.”

POLICE FOUNDATION OF KANSAS CITY 
WELCOMES CHIEF MABIN

You generously supported the 
8th Annual A Call For BackUp 
event on February 25, 2022 
by giving $1.6 million. We are 
grateful that YOU answered the 
Call! With special gratitude to 
our Honorary Chairs, Ann and 
Frank Uryasz and Co-Chairs 
Wendy and Grant Burcham with 
Kathryn and Ned O’Connor. 

2•25•2022
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A CALL FOR BACKUP STEERING COMMITTEE 
Alan Atterbury
Terry J. Brady
Charles A. Caisley
Dan Carr
Dianne Cleaver
Jon Copaken
Ed Elder
Gary Forsee

William C. Gautreaux
Wes Grammer
Todd P. Graves
George Guastello
James Hebenstreit
Kim Hull
Tim Jonkman
Kyle Kelly

W. Terrence Kilroy
Torre Nigro
Kevin Pistilli
Jerry Reece
Madeline Romious
Dirk Schafer
David A. Smith
Elizabeth T. Solberg

Cora Storbeck
Erin Stucky
Mark Thompson
Frank Uryasz
Kasey Vena
Jean Wagner
Carolyn Watley
Thomas R. “Buzz” Willard

Honorary Chairs

Ann and Frank Uryasz

Chief Sponsor

Cindy and Steve Rogers

Majors
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City
Country Club Bank
Patty and Jerry Reece
Turn-Key Mobile, Inc.
Jean and Don Wagner

Captains
Anonymous
AT&T
Terry Brady
Burbridge Family Foundation 
Colliers International
ECCO Select
Gautreaux Family Fund
Mike Helmuth
Kansas City Southern Charitable Fund
Mary Ford Maurer Donor Advisory Fund
Janet and Kevin Pistilli
Marny and John Sherman
Betsey and Rick Solberg
Wolfe Automotive Group LLC

Sergeants 
American Century Investments
Bryant’s Barbeque
Anne and Steve Dunn
FCI Advisors
William and Laura Frick Foundation Fund
Graves Garrett, LLC
Hallmark Corporate Foundation
Haverty Family Foundation Fund

Hull Consulting LLC
JE Dunn Construction Company
Kansas City Royals 
Karbank & Co.
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Marianne and Terry Kilroy
Kelly and John Lambert
Lane 4 Property Group
Lockton Companies
Motorola Solutions, Inc.
Niche 
QTS
RLS Illumination Fund
Saint Luke’s Health System
Spire
Sunflower Development Group
Turner Construction Company
UMB Financial Corporation
US Engineering Metalworks
VanTrust Real Estate
Pam and Buzz Willard

Detectives
The Andrews Family Foundation
Area Real Estate Advisors
Arnold And Associates
Jenny Atterbury
Walter E. Bixby
Bliss Associates LLC
Kenneth G. Block - Block Real Estate Serv.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Kansas City
Ruth J. Brackney

Wendy and Grant Burcham, Co-Chairs   |   Kathryn and Ned O’Connor, Co-Chairs

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS Brew Pub Lotzza Motzza Pizza
Brush Creek Partners
Children’s Mercy Kansas City
Commerce Bank
Cosentino’s Price Chopper
Country Club Plaza
CRES Realty Services
The DeBruce Foundation
Bo Fishback
Jen and Wes Grammer
Cindy and Tye Grant
Husch Blackwell
Dave Johnson
KC Metropolitan Crime Commission
Kansas City University 
Kansas City Zoo
Kansas City Regional Association of Realtors
Kenton Brothers Systems for Security  
Kissick Construction Company
KPMG LLC
Manheim Kansas City
Mariner Wealth Advisors
Massman Construction Company
Miles McCune
Merrill Private Bank
Metropolitan Community College PD
Mid-West Terminal Warehouse Co.
Munce, Gaul, Adams, Ginavan
Karen and Paul Nassab
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
NBKC Bank
Wanda and Dan O’Dell
RE/MAX Regional Services
Reardon Pallet Company
Victor L. and Helen B. Regnier Fund
Rodrock Homes
Jim Rubenstein
Margy Regan and Dirk Schafer
Mindy and Meyer Sosland
Staco Electric Construction Company
Tutera Senior Living and Healthcare
UMKC 

Union Station Kansas City, Inc
Univ. Health TMC Public Safety/Security
Westport Regional Business League
Reeves W. Wiedeman

Patrons
Anonymous
Heidi and Vince Bryant
Capital Electric Construction Company, Inc.
Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce
Chelsey Brown International, Inc.
Copaken Brooks, LLC
Culinary Virtue (Char Bar, Mickey’s,  

Beer Kitchen, and Port Fonda)
D. H. Pace Company, Inc.
John Dillingham
Encompas
EPR Properties
Ray Evans
Ellen and John Goheen
Congressman Sam Graves
Mike and Sylvia Haverty Foundation
Shirley and Barnett C. Helzberg Jr.
Robin and Mark Houston
Jade Alarm
Kelly’s Westport Inn
Judith L. King
Midtown KC Now
Robert E. Miller Group
Cara and Henry Newell
Torre Nigro
Omega Door and Hardware Co. Inc.
David Pierson
Pipe Fitters Assn. Local Union 533
Dave Schulte
Connie and Jim Shay
Charles W. Schellhorn
Ralph L. Smith Foundation
Spaces, Inc.
SpecChem
Sue and Burt Trucksess
Jill and Tom Turner

Carolyn Watley
Molly and Ted Wiedeman
SueAnn and Rick Wright
Beth and Karl Zobrist

Friends
Anonymous
Suzie Aron and Joseph Levin
Chris Baltimore
Block Real Estate Services, Stephen J. Block
Broadway Cafe
Broadway Westport Properties
Michelle Brown
Greg Callahan
Jeff Carlstedt
Lucy and Fred Coulson
Ehinger Properties
Bob and Donna Fischgrund Foundation
Geiger Ready-Mix Foundation Fund
Greater KC Public Safety Credit Union
Donald J. Hall
Hanchette Family Charitable Fund
Harpo’s - Bob Babcock
Nancy Huckaba
Dorothy and Larry Joiner
Patricia and John Kern
Kitchens By Kleweno - Helia & Randall  Sisk
Pam Kroll
Dave Lamaster
Roxann Lindsey
James M. Malouff III
Kristin and Korb Maxwell
McQuaid Brothers Remodeling Company
O’Neill Marketing & Event Management
Elaine and Robert Russell
Angie Salmon
Security Bank of Kansas City
Dave Smith
Danielle Pringle - Trane Company
Angela Wasson-Hunt 

Deputy Chiefs 
Atterbury Family Foundation

Wendy and Grant Burcham

Electronic Technology, Inc.

Evergy

Sherry and Gary Forsee

Marilyn and James Hebenstreit

Herzog

Jonkman Construction

Mackey Family Foundation

Nichols Company  
Charitable Trust

Kathryn and Ned O’Connor

Special thanks for a challenge grant from the  
Jack F. and Glenna Y. Wylie Charitable Foundation
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Tye Grant, President & CEO

Police Foundation of Kansas City

P.O. Box 25198

Kansas City, MO 64119

816.389.9436

T.Grant@PoliceFoundationKC.org

PoliceFoundationKC.org

—Save the Date
February 24, 2023  
The Kansas City Marriott Muehlebach Tower

—
Alan Atterbury*

Terry J. Brady*

Grant Burcham

Charles A. Caisley*

Ed Elder

Gary Forsee* 

William C. Gautreaux*

Todd P. Graves*

James Hebenstreit*

W. Terrence Kilroy*

Brad Lager* 

Ned O’Connor

POLICE FOUNDATION OF KANSAS CITY 2021-22 BOARD MEMBERS 

The Police Foundation of Kansas 

City, Missouri, formed by 

citizens, focuses on engaging 

communities and assisting in 

reducing crime. We do so by 

generating funds for Kansas 

City, Missouri Police Department 

initiatives not fully supported by 

existing public funding. A 501c3.

Kevin Pistilli

Jeanette Prenger 

Jerry Reece

Madeline Romious, Chairperson

David A. Smith* 

Elizabeth T. Solberg

Cora Storbeck

Erin Stucky

Mark Thompson*

Frank Uryasz

Carolyn Watley

Thomas R. “Buzz” Willard

Advisory Director 
Chief Joe Mabin

President & CEO 
Tye Grant

Liaisons 
Lionel Colón 

Derek McCollum

*Not Pictured

Scan the code below to 

view the newsletter on 

our website.
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